Appl. No. Filed herewith PATENT 

Amdt. dated March 25, 2004 

Preliminary Amendment 

Attorney Docket No. 018781-002730US 


REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-20 are presented for examination. Claims 21-54 are canceled without 

prejudice. 

The amendment to the specification adds no new matter. The first paragraph as 
amended sets forth the priority claim of the instant application. The first paragraph continues to 
incorporate by reference subject matter as previously incorporated in the parent application. 

In view of the above, Applicants respectfully request that the amendments be 

entered. 


CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 
Application are in condition for examination. If the Examiner believes a telephone conference 
would expedite prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 925-472- 
5000. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Frank J. Mycroft 
Reg. No. 46,946 

TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: 925-472-5000 

Fax: 415-576-0300 
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